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Introduction 

National identity plays a crucial role in shaping an individual's sense of belonging, 

cultural awareness, and civic responsibility(Hashemi, 2025). It represents the collective 

identity of a nation’s citizens, characterized by shared values, traditions, history, and a 

commitment to national unity. In an era of globalization, where cultural exchanges and 

technological advancements have blurred national boundaries, concerns have 

emerged regarding the weakening of national identity among younger generations. 

This has raised questions about the role of education, particularly civic education, in 

fostering and strengthening students’ sense of national identity(Torney-Purta, 2002). 

 

Civic education plays a crucial role in shaping national identity by fostering a sense of 

belonging, awareness of national values, and active participation in civic life(Idris et al., 

2012). As societies become increasingly globalized, it is essential to ensure that 

individuals, especially students, develop a strong national consciousness that connects 

them to their country's history, culture, and democratic principles. Through civic 

education, students gain knowledge about their rights and responsibilities, the 

structure of governance, and the significance of national unity(Ibe et al., 2023).  

 

One of the primary ways civic education contributes to national identity is by instilling 

a sense of belonging(Idris et al., 2012). Understanding the historical and cultural 

foundations of a nation helps individuals develop pride in their heritage and traditions. 

When students learn about national heroes, historical struggles, and the evolution of 

their country's political system, they become more aware of the sacrifices and 

achievements that define their nation's identity. This knowledge fosters patriotism and 

encourages individuals to take an active role in preserving and promoting their 

country’s values. 

 

Furthermore, civic education enhances students' understanding of democracy, 

governance, and civic responsibilities. A well-informed citizenry is essential for a nation 

to thrive politically and socially(Milner, 2002). Civic education teaches students about 

their rights and responsibilities as citizens, including voting, obeying laws, and 

participating in public discussions. By engaging in these activities, individuals 
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contribute to the democratic process, ensuring that their voices are heard in shaping 

national policies. This engagement strengthens national identity by creating a shared 

commitment to the nation’s development and stability(Kehinde, 2023). 

 

In addition to fostering a sense of belonging and responsibility, civic education 

promotes social cohesion by encouraging respect for diversity and inclusion(Osler, 

2011a). Many nations are home to multiple ethnic, religious, and cultural groups. Civic 

education helps students understand the importance of unity in diversity, teaching 

them to respect different perspectives while maintaining a shared national 

identity(Gutmann, 1995). By promoting values such as tolerance, equality, and justice, 

civic education reduces social divisions and strengthens the bonds that hold a nation 

together. 

 

Moreover, civic education prepares students to navigate the challenges of 

globalization. In today's interconnected world, people are exposed to various cultural 

influences that may sometimes overshadow their national identity. Without a strong 

foundation in civic education, individuals may struggle to balance their national 

identity with external influences(Banks, 2008). By reinforcing national values and 

traditions, civic education helps students maintain a sense of national pride while 

engaging with the global community in a meaningful way. 

 

One major area of research focuses on the effectiveness of civic education in 

promoting national identity among students. A study by Print and Milner (2019) 

analyzed the impact of civic education programs in various countries and found that 

nations with well-developed civic curricula experienced higher levels of national pride 

and civic participation among students. Similarly, a large-scale study by Torney-Purta 

et al. (2020) in European and Asian contexts confirmed that students who received 

formal civic education demonstrated a stronger sense of national identity and were 

more likely to participate in democratic processes. These studies suggest that civic 

education plays a fundamental role in instilling a sense of belonging and responsibility 

in young citizens. 

 

Another significant theme in recent research is the relationship between civic 

education and political engagement. A study by Campbell (2021) explored the long-

term effects of civic education on students' political involvement and national 

commitment. The research revealed that individuals who had received comprehensive 

civic education were more likely to vote, engage in community service, and express 

national loyalty. Similarly, studies in developing countries, such as one conducted by 

Khan and Akhtar (2022) in South Asia, found that civic education not only reinforced 
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national identity but also helped combat political apathy among youth. These findings 

highlight the role of civic education in fostering active and informed citizenship. 

 

Recent research has also examined the role of external influences, such as globalization 

and digital media, on national identity. According to a study by Smith and Taylor 

(2023), the increasing exposure of students to global cultures and ideologies through 

digital platforms can sometimes weaken traditional national identity. However, the 

research also found that well-structured civic education programs can counterbalance 

these effects by reinforcing national values while promoting global awareness. 

Similarly, a comparative study by Kim and Wong (2021) in East Asia analyzed how 

different educational approaches shape national identity and found that civic 

education with a strong emphasis on historical narratives and national achievements 

contributed to a more resilient national identity. 

 

Furthermore, research has highlighted challenges in implementing effective civic 

education. A study by García and Pérez (2020) in Latin America found that while civic 

education is included in school curricula, its effectiveness is often hindered by outdated 

teaching methods and a lack of student engagement. The study emphasized the need 

for interactive and discussion-based learning approaches to make civic education 

more impactful. Similarly, research by Adeyemi and Salami (2021) in African countries 

pointed out that political instability and socio-economic issues often influence the way 

civic education is taught, affecting students' perception of national identity. 

 

Various studies have suggested that civic education positively impacts students' 

awareness of their national identity by enhancing their understanding of citizenship, 

encouraging participation in civic duties, and fostering pride in their country. On the 

other hand, factors such as media influence, family background, and globalization can 

also shape national identity, sometimes weakening the effect of civic education. As a 

result, it is essential to explore the relationship between civic education and students’ 

national identity to determine its effectiveness in strengthening national cohesion and 

patriotism. 

 

This study aims to analyze the influence of civic education on students’ national identity 

by examining their perceptions, attitudes, and level of engagement with civic-related 

topics. By understanding the role of civic education in shaping national identity, this 

research can provide valuable insights for educators, policymakers, and curriculum 

developers to enhance educational strategies that reinforce national values and civic 

responsibility among students. 
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Research Problem Statement 

In an era of globalization and rapid technological advancement, the national identity 

of students is increasingly influenced by external factors such as digital media, 

international cultures, and shifting societal values. While civic education is designed to 

instill a sense of national pride, civic responsibility, and cultural awareness, concerns 

have emerged regarding its effectiveness in shaping students’ national identity(Osler, 

2011b). Many students today exhibit a weakened sense of belonging to their nation, 

reduced civic engagement, and limited awareness of their country’s history, 

governance, and democratic principles. This raises a critical question: To what extent 

does civic education influence students’ national identity, and how effectively does it 

foster patriotism and civic consciousness? 

 

Existing research suggests that civic education can play a fundamental role in shaping 

national identity by teaching students about their rights, responsibilities, and the 

importance of active citizenship(Busara, 2023). However, variations in curriculum 

design, teaching methods, and students' exposure to alternative sources of 

information such as social media and global cultural trends may diminish the intended 

impact of civic education. Additionally, in some regions, civic education is delivered in 

a theoretical manner without practical engagement, leading to a gap between 

knowledge and application(Galston, 2001). If civic education is not effectively 

implemented, students may fail to develop a strong connection to their national 

identity, which could lead to decreased civic participation and weaker national unity in 

the long run. 

 

Another pressing issue is the lack of empirical evidence measuring the direct impact 

of civic education on students’ national identity(Campbell, 2019). While some studies 

have explored the relationship, many focus on political participation rather than 

personal identification with national values and symbols. Moreover, external factors 

such as globalization, migration, and the digitalization of information continue to 

challenge the role of traditional civic education in reinforcing national identity. Without 

a deeper understanding of these dynamics, policymakers and educators may struggle 

to develop effective strategies that strengthen students' sense of national belonging. 

 

This study seeks to address these concerns by analyzing the influence of civic 

education on students' national identity, identifying the factors that enhance or weaken 

this relationship, and providing insights into how educational institutions can improve 

civic education curricula. By examining students’ perceptions, attitudes, and 

engagement with civic education, this research aims to contribute to the development 

of more effective educational policies that reinforce national identity in an increasingly 

interconnected world. 
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Novelty of Research 

This study offers a novel contribution to the field of civic education and national 

identity by exploring the evolving relationship between formal civic education and 

students’ sense of national belonging in the context of globalization and digital 

influence. While previous research has primarily focused on the role of civic education 

in fostering political participation, this study shifts the focus towards how civic 

education directly influences students' personal identification with national values, 

culture, and historical consciousness(Youniss et al., 2002). 

 

A key novelty of this research lies in its examination of modern challenges affecting 

national identity formation among students(László, 2013). The rise of digital media, 

global cultural influences, and shifting educational paradigms has reshaped how 

young individuals perceive their nation. This study uniquely investigates the extent to 

which these external influences either enhance or weaken the impact of civic 

education, offering insights into how educators can adapt teaching methods to remain 

effective in the digital age(Collins & Halverson, 2018). 

 

Additionally, this research employs a comprehensive mixed-method approach, 

combining quantitative data from student surveys with qualitative insights from 

interviews with educators and policymakers. Unlike prior studies that have largely 

focused on curriculum analysis, this study emphasizes students’ lived experiences and 

perceptions, providing a deeper understanding of the effectiveness of civic education 

in shaping national identity(Osler, 2011b). 

 

Furthermore, this research contributes to policy development by proposing innovative 

strategies for strengthening civic education, such as the integration of digital learning 

tools, interactive teaching methodologies, and community engagement 

initiatives(Kahne et al., 2016). By offering practical recommendations based on 

empirical findings, this study not only adds to academic discourse but also provides 

actionable solutions for educators and policymakers seeking to enhance civic 

education’s role in fostering national identity. 

 

Plan for the results and discussion of this research 

The results and discussion section of this research will be structured to provide a 

comprehensive analysis of the influence of civic education on students’ national 

identity. The discussion will be based on empirical data collected from surveys, 

interviews, and curriculum analysis, allowing for a balanced evaluation of the 

effectiveness of civic education in fostering national identity among students.  
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The first part of the results will present findings on students' understanding and 

perception of national identity. Survey responses will reveal the extent to which 

students feel connected to their country, understand its history and cultural heritage, 

and demonstrate national pride. This section will also explore differences in 

perceptions based on demographic factors such as age, educational background, and 

exposure to digital and global influences. The discussion will compare these findings 

with existing literature to identify trends and challenges in national identity formation. 

 

This section will analyze the effectiveness of civic education in strengthening national 

identity by assessing students’ engagement with civic education courses. Data from 

student surveys and teacher interviews will provide insights into the strengths and 

weaknesses of civic education curricula, teaching methodologies, and classroom 

engagement. The discussion will highlight whether civic education effectively instills 

values such as patriotism, civic responsibility, and awareness of national history. 

Comparisons will be made with international studies to determine whether similar 

trends exist in other educational systems. 

 

Given the impact of globalization, social media, and digital learning, this section will 

examine how external influences affect the role of civic education in shaping national 

identity(Bennett et al., 2009). The analysis will consider how exposure to foreign 

cultures, online political discourse, and alternative sources of civic knowledge either 

complement or undermine traditional civic education. Findings from qualitative 

interviews with educators will help explain the challenges they face in maintaining 

students’ national consciousness amidst these external influences. 

 

This section will explore the key barriers affecting the effectiveness of civic 

education(Mtonga et al., 2024). These may include outdated curricula, lack of 

interactive learning methods, limited teacher training, and insufficient integration of 

real-world civic experiences. Data from interviews with policymakers and educators 

will provide a deeper understanding of the institutional challenges in implementing 

effective civic education. The discussion will offer comparisons with countries that have 

successfully reformed their civic education systems to strengthen national identity. 

 

Based on the findings, this section will provide actionable recommendations for 

improving civic education programs. Suggestions may include integrating interactive 

learning tools, leveraging digital media for civic education, increasing experiential 

learning opportunities, and promoting national identity through extracurricular 

activities(Barron & Gomez, 2014). The discussion will emphasize the need for 

curriculum reforms that balance national identity formation with global awareness, 
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ensuring that students develop a strong sense of belonging while also appreciating 

diversity and international perspectives. 

 

The final part of the discussion will outline the broader implications of the research for 

education policy and future studies. It will highlight how the findings can contribute to 

curriculum development, teacher training programs, and national education policies 

aimed at strengthening civic engagement and national identity among students. 

Additionally, gaps in the research will be identified, suggesting areas for further 

exploration, such as the long-term impact of civic education on adult civic engagement 

or the role of informal civic learning environments in shaping national identity. 
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